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porters, many of them engaged to carry the luggage
of six monks who were with the party, had to clear
a path for the travellers.

On reaching Turin Swedenborg saw the magnifi-
cent processions of the Franciscan monks there.
Some carried great wax-tapers, others beat them-
selves until the blood Streamed from their shoulders,
others supported a massive, jewelled cross, others
drew a cart on which were life-size images of Jesus
and Mary.

In Italy there was not such abjeft poverty as in
France. The houses of Turin were magnificent,
each room was named after a saint, and in the
Streets sedan-chairs were to be seen on all sides.
Here again, however, the monasteries and convents
were as numerous and wealthy as ever. At a
monastery in Milan Swedenborg discovered that
every monk of a certain rank had two servants to
attend upon him. At another in the same town a
whole regiment of cavalry was being accommodated.
The nunneries, too, were of similar grandeur. The
gold and silver and precious Stones adorning their
altars and images were of fabulous price.

The farther south Swedenborg travelled, the more
magnificent and wealthy did the churches become.
How different were these palatial shrines from the
plain Stone temples of Upsala and Stockholm!
In the churches here were paintings and frescoes by